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In this groundbreaking book, Aldon D. Morrisâ€™s ambition is truly monumental: to help rewrite the

history of sociology and to acknowledge the primacy of W. E. B. Du Boisâ€™s work in the founding

of the discipline. Calling into question the prevailing narrative of how sociology developed, Morris, a

major scholar of social movements, probes the way in which the history of the discipline has

traditionally given credit to Robert E. Park at the University of Chicago, who worked with the

conservative black leader Booker T. Washington to render Du Bois invisible. Morris uncovers the

seminal theoretical work of Du Bois in developing a &#147;scientificâ€• sociology through a variety of

methodologies and examines how the leading scholars of the day disparaged and ignored Du

Boisâ€™s work.The Scholar Denied is based on extensive, rigorous primary source research; the

book is the result of a decade of research, writing, and revision. In exposing the economic and

political factors that marginalized the contributions of Du Bois and enabled Park and his colleagues

to be recognized as the &#147;fathersâ€• of the discipline, Morris delivers a wholly new narrative of

American intellectual and social history that places one of Americaâ€™s key intellectuals, W. E. B.

Du Bois, at its center.The Scholar Denied is a must-read for anyone interested in American history,

racial inequality, and the academy. In challenging our understanding of the past, the book promises

to engender debate and discussion. Â 
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Morris considers DuBois the father of American sociology, and Morris is right. This is, of course, not



the first time a Black man was robbed of credit for an accomplishment that was instead credited to a

Caucasian American. It happens all the time. But until I ran across this scholarly study, I hadnâ€™t

thought about DuBois and sociology because I had never studied the latter. As an admirer of

DuBoisâ€™ historical and political role, I was drawn to this book when I found it on Net Galley.

Thank you to that excellent site as well as University of California Press for the DRC, which I was

given in exchange for an honest review.It is available for purchase now.DuBois was a venerable

intellectual, an academic light years ahead of most Americans of any racial or ethnic background.

He was the first Black man to graduate from Harvard University, and in addition to his graduate work

there, he also studied in Berlin under such luminaries as Max Weber and others. In Europe, he was

treated as an equal by those he studied with, and I found myself wondering a trifle sadlyâ€”for him,

not for us in the USAâ€”why he chose to return here. And the answer is so poignant, so sweetly

naÃƒÂ¯ve, that I wanted to sit down and cry when I found it. Because once he had the empirical

facts with which to debunk the whole US-Negro-inferiority mis-school of mis-thought, he genuinely

believed he would be able to elevate African-Americans to a state of equality in the USA by laying

out the facts.
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